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CANADA

e are delighted to be
publishing the 20th annual
edition of Gay Friendly

Canada in multi-media formats this
year, for the convenience of our local
audience and international travellers. In
addition to print, we also offer a
downloadable online edition, a
flip-book edition, as well as a Kindle
e-book edition on Amazon.

Canada has so much to offer from
coast to coast, including an extensive
2SLGBTQI+ network and welcoming
infrastructure of organizations, events,
hotels, restaurants, bars and nightclubs.
The business community has also
stepped up in a big way by sponsoring
2SLGBTQI+ events, and featuring
2SLGBTQI+  people in  their
mainstream advertising. Considering
how things were not so long ago, it’s
encouraging to see the business
community, politicians, community
organizations, and people from all
walks of life out on the streets waving
the rainbow flag, and proclaiming Love
is Love.

The main focus of our publication
is on current travel information and
experiences for 2SLGBTQI+ travellers,
but at the same time we must also
acknowledge that this was not always
the case in Canada and there continues
to be ongoing challenges.

For example, the “Love in a Dangerous
Time: Canada’s LGBT  Purge”
exhibition at the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights in Winnipeg highlights
violations of human rights in the
workplace in Canadian history from the
1950°s to the 1990’s. There are also
ongoing challenges such as Alberta’s
controversial transgender policy bills.
The historic bravery and heroic
efforts of our 2SLGBTQI+ pioneers,
allows us to host Pride events, Queer
film festivals, Drag performances, and
2SLGBTQI+ cultural and sporting
events from coast to coast across
Canada. However, there is still a need to
remain vigilante and continue to stand
on guard for equality for everyone.
"Hollywood North" is a popular
nickname for the thriving Canadian film
and television industry, primarily
centered in Vancouver and Toronto, but
also with film locations across Canada,

including Brokeback Mountain,
primarily filmed in Alberta over twenty
years ago.

Heated Rivalry is a six-part
breakout Crave original series that has
become a global sensation that follows
the decade-long secret romance between
elite male hockey rivals. Its popularity
led to the two lead actors presenting an
award at the 2026 Golden Globes and
also being invited to be torchbearers for
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the 2026 Milan Cortina Winter
Olympics.

With all of that said, we hope you
enjoy our 20th annual edition. Right
now is a fabulous time to visit Canada,
or to just get out there to enjoy all we
have if you call Canada home. Elbows
Up!

Gay Friendly Canada
Volume 20, January 2026
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ATLANTIC

anada’s east coast is a captivating region made up of

the provinces of Newfoundland/ Labrador, Nova

Scotia, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick.
This historic and culturally diverse region offers a unique
blend of Indigenous, Acadian, Celtic, and Gaelic cultures, and
includes stunning parks, spectacular beaches, national
historic sites, and the highest concentration of UNESCO
World Heritage sites in Canada.

Close to two and a half million people call this region
home, spread out over rugged coastlines, scenic islands, pine
forests, and delightful cities. Picture postcard perfect
lighthouses dot the landscape and some of the best seafood in
the world is on offer at all ports of call. Atlantic Canada
balances its historic charm with modern industries like clean
energy and aerospace, while maintaining a warm and
welcoming atmosphere.

The rainbow flag also proudly flies throughout major
cities, as well as in some of the delightful smaller urban
centres throughout the summer months. Rainbow crosswalks
are starting to appear where you may not expect them, and it
can be an added delight to schedule a visit to coincide with
one of regions 2SLGBTQI+ Pride celebrations. Check out
festivities in Halifax, Sydney, Amherst, Yarmouth, St. John’s,
St.  John, Moncton, Fredericton, Charlottetown and
Summerside, among others.

Halifax

Halifax

Halifax, the thriving capital of the province of Nova
Scotia, is home to over half a million people and is the largest
city on Canada’s Atlantic coast. It is also home to a thriving
and diverse 2SLGBTQI+ community and will be host to the
Q History & Archives Conference in May, 2026.

Halifax also celebrates Canada’s fourth largest
2SLGBTQI+ cultural festival, Pride Parade and Community
Fair each summer. Halifax Pride began in 1988 and
expectations are that over 150,000 participants will join in the
Halifax Pride Festival, which takes place JULY 16- 26, 2026.

2SLGBTQI+ venues of interest in Halifax include
Rumours HFX, STARDUST Bar + Kitchen, as well as pop-up
events around town. Visit Halifax Rainbow Encyclopedia,
Wayves Magazine, StationDRG and Discover Halifax’s
2SLGBTQI+ pages for information and links to events,
resources, business allies, Pride, Marriage and more.

Resources:
https://discoverhalifaxns.com/plan/Igbthalifaxresources
https://www.halifaxpride.com
https://www.rumourshfx.com

https://stationdrg.com

https://www.stardustbar.ca

https://gay.hfxns.org

https://wayves.ca
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QUEBEC

uebec, Canada’s French speaking province is
world-renowned for its delightful Joie-de-Vivre, old
world charm, and some of the hottest 2SLGBTQI+
celebrations on the planet.

Quebec City

Quebec City, the lovely capital city, is often likened to a
trip to Europe, without leaving North America. You can feel
the history and romance of centuries in the cobblestone
streets of Vieux-Québec (old Quebec), which is also a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

2SLGBTQI+ nightlife in Quebec City is centred in the
Saint-Jean-Baptiste neighbourhood, where the biggest and
most famous Le Drague Cabaret Club is located. Bar St.
Matthews, which is popular with the levi/leather/bear scene,
and Sauna back Boys is also nearby. Rainbow flags are also
seen at many other bars, pubs and businesses in the area,
which regularly welcome 2SLGBTQI+ visitors. The Quebec
City Pride Festival (Fierté de Québec) is a colourful event
that happens over the Labour Day weekend, September 4 to
6, 2026, with drag queens, community march and parties
galore!

Montreal
Montreal is the province's largest city, and the world's
second largest French-speaking city. Montreal’s Gay Village,

7
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Montreal

Le Village, is one of the biggest in North America, and is
along St. Catherine Street East, where you can find bars,
pubs, clubs, saunas, restaurants, shops, guesthouses, and
more.

Popular places include Aigle Noir, Le Stud, GI Joe,
Stock Bar, Le Cocktail, Bar Taboo, Complexe Sky, Sauna
Oasis, Campus, Club Unity, District Video Lounge and
Sauna Centre-Ville.

Known worldwide as one of the sexiest gay party
destinations on the planet, Montreal is the sophisticated
host to a long list of world-class events, including Festival
Fiert¢ Montréal Pride, one of the world's largest
2SLGBTQI+ francophone celebrations of Pride. With a
myriad of activities based on their world-renowned gay
village, Le Village, the festivities run for ten days every
August. Check out the following resources for the latest
information.

Resources:
https://www.quebec-cite.com
https://www.mtl.org
https://www.fiertemtl.com/en
https://www.arcencielquebec.ca
https://fiertedequebec.ca
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ONTARIO

ntario, Canada’s most populous province and its

economic powerhouse, is home to over 16 million

people as of 2026. The region is anchored by
Toronto, the nation’s financial hub, and Ottawa, the federal
capital.

Toronto

Toronto, Canada's biggest city and fourth largest in
North America, competes with cities like New York, Los
Angeles and San Francisco as a major destination for
international 2SLGBTQI+ travelers, and its annual Pride
celebrations are unmatched. Metropolitan Toronto is home to
the largest 2SLGBTQI+ population in Canada.

Church-Wellesley Village, the first gay village, is an
urban destination with the largest proportion of 2SLGBTQI+
owned and welcoming businesses in Canada. It has
world-famous 2SLGBTQI+ bars and clubs, bookstores,
saunas, cafes, restaurants, and community organizations.

Toronto's extensive Pride celebrations, now called Pride
Month, will happen from June 1-30, 2026, with more than 3
million attendees. The Pride 2026 Festival Weekend will take
place June 25-28, 2026, under the theme "We Won’t Stop,"
and the event features iconic traditions like the Trans March,
Dyke March, and the massive Sunday Parade on June 28th.

The West Queen West Art & Design District, known
locally as the Queer West Village, is Toronto's second
neighbourhood of interest for the 2SLGBTQI+ community. It
has broadcasters, gay-welcoming bars, restaurants, shops,
cafes, design houses and galleries galore.

Some galleries have relocated to the residential and
industrial Lower Junction Triangle in recent years, anchored

Toronto

by the multi-floor MOCA Toronto. Queer East Toronto, which
includes Leslieville, The Beaches and Greektown, are also
becoming popular areas for 2SLGBTQI+ Torontonians.

Toronto Queer Film Festival: “The Toronto Queer Media
& Arts Centre (TQFF) is a collectively-run, artist-run,
non-profit organization in Toronto, Ontario. TQFF started in
2016 to provide community art exhibition space for
experimental, contemporary, and/or social justice themed film
and video art by queer filmmakers.”

Canada's largest 2SLGBTQI+ Centre, The 519, is at 519
Church Street in the Church-Wellesley Village. This
registered charity is an agency of the City of Toronto and
works with community businesses and sponsors, to provide a
wide range of services, programs and meeting spaces for the
2SLGBTQI+ community. The 519 and Homes First Society
opened Pacewood, their first shelter dedicated to
2SLGBTQI+ newcomers who have arrived through a refugee
pathway. The space prioritizes Trans, gender diverse and
non-binary persons.

Another valuable Toronto-based resource is The
ArQuives, Canada's 2SLGBTQI+ Archives, which launched
an online database that lets the public search their diverse
collection of records. They also offer tours of their Jared
Sessions House where they have their public programs, as
well as walking tours of Toronto's 2SLGBTQI+ historical
neighbourhoods, and presentations about their collections.

Resources:

www.destinationtoronto.com www.pridetoronto.com
www.the519.org www.instagram.com/west_queen_west
www.instagram.com/churchwellesleyvillage

torontoqueerfilmfest.com  arquives.ca ~ www.yohomo.ca
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View of ByWard Marke rom op

Ottawa

ttawa, Canada’s capital is a sophisticated blend of

historic charm and cutting-edge innovation

situated at the confluence of the Ottawa and
Rideau rivers. Canada’s fourth-largest city, Ottawa is also
the home of the national government, where the first
national law that legalized same-sex marriage was
announced on July 20, 2005, and where any legal debates
and new laws are made. The buildings on Parliament Hill
have a remarkable Gothic Revival style complemented by
the modern style of nearby national museums and
galleries.

Ottawa's thriving 2SLGBTQI+ Village was officially
acknowledged in 2011 and is located in the downtown
core in a six block area around Bank Street. The Village is
where you can find queer-owned and operated businesses,
bars and nightclubs, restaurants, rainbow coloured
crosswalks, and an entertainment hub with live shows.
The Village also hosts a community fair and a beer garden
during the annual Pride celebrations.

The capital region has festivals all year long,
including the Fierté Capital Pride Festival, which is one of
Ottawa's most colourful festivals, held in August every
year with eight days of events including a festival
weekend with multiple stages and the Capital Pride
Parade.

Winter Pride Ottawa is a vibrant, inclusive
celebration held during the annual Winterlude festival,
featuring drag performances, art exhibits, and community
events throughout early February, primarily in the
ByWard Market and downtown areas.

Resources:
https://capitalpride.ca
https://ottawatourism.ca/en
https://www.suitedreams.com
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Canadian Museum for Human Rights - Photo Credit: Aaron Cohen

MANITOBA

he province of Manitoba, centrally located in

Canada, is home to over 1.5 million people,

making it Canada's 5th most populous
province. This vast province is a striking mix of expansive
natural beauty and modern urban living.

From polar bear sightseeing in the remote northern
town of Churchill, to the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights in the capital city of Winnipeg, this land of
contrasts has a diverse population, including a thriving
2SLGBTQIA+ community.

Winnipeg

Winnipeg, the dynamic capital of Manitoba, is a
vibrant metropolis of over 850,000 residents situated at
the geographic heart of North America. Home to
world-class attractions such as the progressive Canadian
Museum for Human Rights and The Forks, a historic
meeting place where the Red and Assiniboine rivers
converge. Year-round celebrations include the Festival du
Voyageur, Folklorama, and the Pride Winnipeg Festival.

The Canadian Museum for Human Rights (CMHR),
located at The Forks in Winnipeg, is the first national
museum outside of Canada's capital region and the only
one in the world dedicated to global human rights
education. Its iconic architecture symbolizes a journey
from darkness to light, and in early 2026 received the

8 GAY FRIENDLY CANADA

Winnipeg

prestigious Governor General’s History Award for its
ground-breaking exhibition on Canada’s LGBT Purge and
announced an extended run into fall 2026.

The Pride Winnipeg Festival 2026 runs from May 26
to June 7, 2026. Check out the official Pride Winnipeg
website for further details, event schedule, and theme
announcements.

Resources:
https://pridewinnipeg.com
https://humanrights.ca
https://www.travelmanitoba.com
https://www.tourismwinnipeg.com

Photo: Aaron Cohen CMHR-MCDP



ALBERTA

Iberta, home to over five million Canadians, is
Ablessed with the rugged mountain peaks of the

Canadian Rockies, sparkling modern cities with
state-of-the-art  transportation and communication
systems, as well as fully developed tourism
infrastructures, which are convenient starting points for
amazing natural, sporting and cultural adventures.

The 2SLGBTQI+ community is open and visible in
Alberta, with celebrations in major centres like Calgary
and Edmonton, but also in smaller urban areas and
mountain resorts, such Jasper, Lethbridge, Red Deer and
Banff, all of which have installed rainbow crosswalks in
recent years in celebration of Pride.

Calgary

Calgary, Alberta’s largest city is a vibrant metropolis
with a population of over 1.6 million and is one of the
fastest growing cities in Canada. One of the sunniest
places in the country, Calgary is also known as
“Cowtown” as the host city of the Calgary Stampede, an
annual rodeo that attracts over a million people each year.
The city is also a major cultural hub, set to host the 2026
Grey Cup and the Creative City Summit.

While Calgary lacks a traditional "gay village," the
community thrives through a network of safe spaces and
organizations, such as Twisted Element, Texas Lounge,

Calgary City Centre with Scotiabank Saddledome as seen from Scotsman's Hill, nearing sunset - Credit: Travel Alberta / Cakewalk Media

Calgary

KNetic Men, Calgary Outlink, and the Centre for
Sexuality.

Calgary Pride
Calgary Pride is a premier celebration of love and

diversity that i1s one of Canada's fastest-growing Pride
festivals. Scheduled for August 29 and 30, 2026, the event
centers around Prince’s Island Park and the vibrant
Calgary Pride Parade, which historically draws over
60,000 spectators. Rooted in activism, the movement
began in the 1980s and saw its first parade in 1991. The
2026 festivities offer a dynamic lineup, including a "Bold
& Brilliant" evening for adults and a family-friendly
Sunday celebration with live music, food trucks, and a
kids' zone. Calgary Pride remains a resilient symbol of
inclusivity, uniting the 2SLGBTQIA+ community and its
allies.

Resources:

https://www.visitcalgary.com

https://calgarypride.ca

https://www.calgaryoutlink.ca

https://edmontonpridefest.com

https://pridecentreofedmonton.ca

https://www.centreforsexuality.ca

https://www.travelalberta.com

https://www.calgaryqueerartssociety.com
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